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he took parties as they were, and endeavoured to pursue a course of conduct which was necessarily insincere and calculated to dupe both sides. This remarkable political position, which he had secured with so much skill and tact, is well illustrated by a singularly frank letter written in 1704 by his friend, Stanley West, at the very moment that his management of the House of Commons was so pleasing to Marlborough.
" For want of other information, be pleased to give me leave to acquaint you with my observation of people's opinion of your Honour.    You have a happier fate attending you than any in the present Ministry, or in former either.    You are entirely master of two opposite parties.    Both think you to be theirs, and confide in you as such, to promote their several different   interests.    Whatever distinguishing favour you show to  either side, doth not lessen your esteem in the other party; 'tis all ascribed to a depth  of policy which they cannot comprehend, and which they say  is  peculiar to yourself, but is not a leaving the party.    And in such an unprecedented  manner  do you  manage the heads of both parties, that both sides believe, at a proper time and   occasion,  you  will  show yourself entirely in their distinct interests.    I am very glad to see so eminent a post free from the reproach that usually hath   attended  it,  and to